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While studying in Florence, I loved to give my visiting friends tours of the city. I would point out places of historical or artistic interest, giving them fun facts and anecdotes on the way. Many people told me I should work in a museum because of my love for sharing knowledge about art and history. I really took this advice to heart. When I returned for my senior year at the College of New Jersey I decided to write my history honors thesis on the history, art, and architecture of a church in Florence, entitling it, “Santa Croce: How a Church Shapes Florentine Civic Identity and Italian Nationalism.” I became enthralled in my research, my excitement growing with the discovery of each new resource. I was so enveloped in books and journals in the library that people told me I should work in a library. These experiences helped me realize that I could combine my love of art, research, and helping others in one dream career: being a museum librarian.

Interning in the Rutgers Art Library has strengthened my interest in being a museum librarian. I truly enjoy going to work everyday. I love looking through all the art titles in catalogs, and having the ability to choose which ones will be added to the collection. One of my favorite things to do at work is page through the library’s books filled with gorgeous, colorful prints of images from different cultures from all over the world. 

Helping students locate art history resources is extremely rewarding, and I find it very satisfying to learn new things myself while I assist them. Answering students’ reference questions is always an adventure because you never know what information they might need. Teaching a library instruction class made me realize that as a museum librarian, I can arrange instruction classes and presentations to reach large groups of art historians looking to learn about new resources. I aim to be a librarian who will be very involved with my users.
I relish opportunities to get my creative juices flowing, as I did when I worked with a creative writing class to find books with inspiring images of “people” and “places.” As a museum librarian I will have the freedom to arrange entertaining, imaginative outreach activities to involve the museum community and get them interested in the library’s collections. The artistic, aesthetic qualities of museum collections would give me the perfect opportunity to develop inventive activities like this one.

Another fun project that I was able to work on at the Art Library was creating display cases to compliment an exhibit of Joan Snyder prints at the Jane Voorhees Zimmerli Art Museum. The displays were so impressive that my supervisor told me that I should be a curator. As a museum librarian I would love to work with curators to develop similar cases and exhibits in my library. 

Working as a museum librarian will give me the opportunity to perform all of these tasks that I find to be enjoyable on a daily basis. I feel at home in both libraries and museums. Serving as a museum librarian would enable me to enjoy the best of both worlds, and I cannot wait to get started in my dream career.
